DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR THE MASTER’S PLAN
The Master’s Plan is the story of Caralyn Masters who has lost her faith and tries to regain a sense of peace through her charity work. When she meets Jason, an attractive man who heads the foundation that can help her charity, she is confronted with his deep dependence on God and moved by the love she feels for him. 

1. Read Romans 8:28-31.  What are some of the things that happened to Jason and Cara that worked out for good?  Think back on your own life.  When has a negative event given positive results in your life? Do things in life always work out for good? Why?

2. Both Jason and Cara have plans for their lives. Jason desires a strong Christian for a wife; Cara wishes to atone for a mistake she believes she made.  What people or events change how Jason and Cara view life? What plans do you have? Has God helped you to re-examine these? What changes have you made in life because of God’s lessons? 

3. Read Hosea Chapters 1 through 3.  There are two stories of love and betrayal in this reading. What are they?  Read 2Corinthians 6:14-16. Who is the “unbeliever” in The Master’s Plan?  How do you reconcile the messages of these two readings? What do they teach us about our relationships with others?  About marriage?

4. The minister gives Cara a lesson in prayer. What instructions does he give her? During the next week, make a commitment to read Psalm 46 and to give yourself time to pray.

5. What is the most important lesson Cara learns during the course of the book? For a hint, see Chapter 15.

6. What is Cara’s motive for attending a church service with Jason? What are your motives for attending your church? Does the worship service help you to feel God’s presence? What could you do during the service to make the experience more meaningful?

7. Cara must deal with the fact that Jason has a chronic disorder. How do you deal with people who have a disability? How did Jesus? How could you change your inner perspective so that your actions would be closer to those of Jesus?

8. Jason has read the Bible enough to choose a verse that speaks to him and guides his daily life. What do you think of people who read the Bible regularly? How would reading the Bible help you to lead a more sacred life? How would regular reading hinder you in your spiritual journey? Is there any other literature (poems, fiction, biographies) that helps you connect with God?

9. At the beginning of the story, Cara relies on herself in life and feels a strong responsibility toward her fellow humans. In this way, she thinks much like a Religious Humanist. Does this perspective make her immoral or a “bad person”? Why or why not?

10. Jason has come to accept that, although he has control over many aspects of his life, many parts of it and of life are out of his control. Describe a time when you felt helpless, unable because of circumstances to remedy a situation. How did you react? Who or what, do you feel, was in ultimate charge at that time? How does that acknowledgment influence the way you live—are you resigned, fearful, comforted, powerful, ready to take on the world, ready to retreat from the world?
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